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dispossessed nineteen-twentieths of the Irish
nation, confiscating their land wholesale. He
intended to destroy the Catholic Church altogether
in that country. He thought that he had achieved
that end before he died; but there he was
mistaken.
The   Scottish   Presbyterians   had   fought   as
allies of the Parliamentary Rebels  during the
Civil War3 but the Scotch people had a strong
feeling in favour of the Stuart dynasty which was
itself  Scotch  in  origin.    They  sent  an   army
to save the King after he had lost the war in
England, which army Cromwell defeated in the
most brilliant of his campaigns.   They tried to
make the dead King's son take the place of his
father and this gave Cromwell the opportunity
for conquering Scotland as he had conquered
Ireland.  He died the complete master through
his military machine of the three kingdoms and
the possessor for the moment of the strongest
military force in Europe.
All that political experiment of an English
military republic under a " Protector" was
ephemeral. It was bound to break down and
did so within two years of Cromwell's death.
He died on the third of September, 1658,
and the dead King's son, young Charles, returned
and was crowned as Charles II in the Spring of